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protection." He also declared that India was a free agent in
the question; " there may be some matters that will have
to be discussed with the Home Government," but the
matter " must ultimately rest upon those at the head of
the Government here." The first of these considerations and
views was eventually seen in the protective tariff accorded
to Indian steel, and on the results of that experiment both
to the special industry and to the general revenue, the whole
future of Protection, so far as India is concerned, will depend.

At Patna he dilated upon the mineral resources of the
new province of Bihar and Orissa, while not forgetting that
there, as generally throughout India, agriculture must be
the staple industry and the general source of prosperity.
In Southern India he spoke of the remarkable revival of
tea, in Bengal of the recovery of jute, and called attention
generally to the satisfactory feature that the balance of trade
was again in favour of India, from which signs it seemed
safe to augur that India was likely to recover from the
after-effects of the war sooner than other countries.

One of the great needs of India for her own prosperity,
as weE as for the benefit of the world and especially of
Britain, is to produce more, and especially of wheat and
cotton which are the essentials among raw materials. Now
it so happens that the great Province of the Punjab is
favoured above all others in respect to these products, and
with its fertilizing rivers supplemented by canal extensions
there are practically no limits to its capabilities. The work
done by the Punjab Irrigation Engineers has been magnifi-
cent. The Lower Chenab Valley has been rendered one of
the richest tracts in the Province. The Lyallpur district,
formerly a desert, sustains a population of one million, and
there is no doubt that Sirhind, once the canal and the
irrigation system are completed, will not fail to show equally
satisfactory and conclusive results* It is unnecessary to
labour the point that increased production of its natural
products and the development of the latent resources of
India mfist bring increased comfort and content for the
individual, and at the same time larger returns not merely
to the State Treasury but also to the Railways.